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1. An. Account of certain tranfparent Pebles,
moftly of the [bape of the Ombriz or Bron-
tiz : Wherefore I have ‘called them Brontix
Lzves, Pellucide, Refplendentes, Adaman-
tum /Emule.

T‘JH E Figures are taken from certain 'very clear and
# tran{parent Stones found in Ewgland, of a con-
ftant Shape. They are called in fome ancient Leafes of
Royal Mines Rough' or Mineral Pearl. They under-
ftanding, asI guefs, by the Word Pearl, any thing that
was refplendent and bright, agd particularly figured
like a Drop of Water, which thefe Stones have of them-
{elves naturally, and without any Artifice ; {fome of them
being exaétly Spherical, others like a Half Globe, others
like a Half Oval, with an edge raifed on thetop : And
in thefe general Figures great Varieties are to be ob-
ferved.

As for the Efteem the Ancients had of them, it was
not without Reafon ; for befides that, their natural Fi-
gure and Beauty, where they have been well preferved,
1s commendable. Their Natural Pclith is moréover not
to be counterfeited, but very eafie to be diftinguith'd by
a Microfcope, from the Artificial Polith of Glafs and
Cryftals. Now Gold, Silver, Diamonds and Pearl are
for no other reafon eftimable, but becaule they have
certain indelible Characters,whichall the Subtilty and Wit
of Man hath not yet been able to Counterfeit, notwith-
ftanding the many Pretences thereunto. As Gold, for
Example, for that it will endure the drowningin Antimo-
ny ; Silver, that it abides the Teft of Lead; Diamonds,
for that of themfeives, even without a Foil, they caft a
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Luftre. Pearlis valued becaufe of it’s Figures and pe-
culiar BrightnefS not to be imitated.

Thefe Stonesare of the Pedle kind, that is, not te be
calci’d by fimple Fire; whereas moft other figured
Stones are calcinable witha very eafie Fire.

Thefe Stones are, as I f{aid, haturally polif'd and ve-
ry hard and folid, and do not coafift within of Lamine
or Flakes, but brake every way with great Difficulty,
and paturally throughout fmooth.

As for their Figure, it comes neareft that of the Om-
brig ; and many of them are very Ombrie in fhape.
Other tranfparent Ombrie 1 have {een, which yet are ci-
ther very Flints, or of a flaky and foft Contexture, of the
nature of Selenires ; and fuch are tobe found about Fils-
briggs, a noted Set of Rocks near Scarborough.

As thefc Stones are of a very different Nature and
Texture from all other Ombrie 1 ever yet faw, and ha-
ving no Veftigia of any Spine in any part of them, ¥
may rea{ohably enough conclude them to be Stones of
their own kind : And they are in fhape like fome of the
Omérie, yet for the Reafons above-faid, they will not
come, I think, within the fufpicion of having been Ani-
mal Subftances.

For the reft, I am not averfe to think, after fo mani-
feft and confiderable Difcoveries of this kind, as Augu-
fino Seilla had made in Sicily, that moft of the Ombrie
have been Echini ; and yet fome of the Prickled, which
Naturalifts have hitherto called Lapides Fudaici, may
have belonged to fome of thofe Omébrie. Butl perfwade
my felf it will never be found, that any of them have
ever belonged to any of the Stones in the prefent Ta-
ble.

I fhall conclude with one Remark, and that is, to
incite the Induftry of the Curious, to a more narrow
fearch into thefe matters. There are but two or three
Echini yet difcover'd, either in ours or the Medirerranean

Sea.
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Sea. But of the Ombrie of Earope, befides thefe pre.
fent Anomalous Stones, there are at the lealt Twenty
Species figur'd and deferib’d by “Aldrovandus, Anguftino
Scilla, Dr. Plot, &c.-and in vaft quantities in moft
Counties of England: And 1 doubt not manhy more
Species will yet be found out, All which are to be ac-
counted for ; -as to the natural-places, in whatSeas they
are to be found at this day. “And if not in the Enrope-
an; as 1 think they will not, how and whence they came
hither into this Ifland ‘in fuch. Plenty. - But enough of
this,

Tours, &c.
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